be hoped will yet have a brilliant conclufion, = 


( we } 


f fably neceffary, more blood muft flow from Britifh veins, 


and the flower of the country be perhaps yielded up a prey 
to the ravages of a/peftilential fever*; thus are we treat- 
ed onall fides, by the nations with whom we were in ftriét 
alliance; yet furely it will afford every Englifhman the 
higheft fatisfaétion, when he refleéts, that we have hitherto 
uniformly kept up to ourengagements, and that the national 
charaéter of the inhabitants of this highly favoured Ifle, 
has never yet been lowered in the eyes of Europe. Even 
our efipies are compelled to refpeét and to fear us, and if 
have perhaps too much credulity, it arifes certainly, 
m praife-worthy motives. ~—s 
2 
The French fuppofing themfelves invincible, and wih 
ing to eftablifh their Winter Quarters on the right banks 
of the Rhine, forced daringly, at a very advanced feafon 
of the year, the paflage of that river near the town of 
Duffeldorf; though at firft. fuccefsful. in their attacks 
upon the Auftrians, they have, (as was eafily fore- 
feen) found it highly expedient to retreat precipitately, 
and by the fubfequent defeats their armies have fuf- 
tained, it has been evidently proved, that the highly 
difeiplined forces of his. Imperial Majefly, under a 


* Common juftice to thofe who fuperintended the siibarhacion, calls 
upon us to remark, that no troops ever quitted England, better equip- 
ped for fervice in every particular than thofe whe have lately failed, de- 
ftined for the truly important Expedition to “the Weft-Indics, however 
we may lament the unfortunate delays which have coft {o many of our 
brave countrymen their lives. As every precaution had been taken to 
guard againft the ravages of the Yellow Fever, great hopes may be cer- 
tainly entertained, that they will efcape its virulent attacks, and if they, 
are fo fortunate, there can be no doubt of their fuccefi - t ‘orsin that 
quarter, as Great Britain is already Miftrefs of the Seas, the War, it is to 
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General at once fo able and experienced as Field 
Marfhail Cuarrrait, have fufficient energy remain- 
ing, to make them pay mf? dearly for their rafh in- 
curfions into the territories of a Sovereign, as yet re- 
fpe&ed and beloved by the majority of his fubjeéts. 
Though unprecedented fuccefs has for a length of time 
crowned the arms of the Convention, the confequences 
of the moft trifling check they may experience at this 
critical moment, muft encreafe the grievous fore, which 
rankling in the very héf¥of the Republic, will, (and moft 
probably the period is now faft approaching,) break out. 
and reduce the country to fuch extremities, as muft ren- 
der the majority of the people clamorous for bread, and 
induce their prefent rulers, however contrary*: to their 
wifhes, to offer fuch terms to our Government, now 
avowedly ready to treat with France, as will enable them 
to Conclude a fecure and honourable peace : and may that 


* That it will be contrary to the wifhes of the executive government 
of France to make peace with Great-Britain is obvious, while they can, 
by forced loans, and other compulfatory meafures, procure a fuppiy of 
moncy to procraftinate the war. France originally declared war againft 
Great-Britain; and France has never yet made overtures to put 2 
period to hoftilities, for Monfieur Monrron, when he vifited this 
country, was certainly not authorifed to offer any terms whatever: yet 
furely when the olive-branch is held out to a nation groaning under mife~ 
rinciiersl ask moment by demands upon the people, they mufl, after 
$ enduring to a Gertain point, rife ina mafs, and force their rulers to ac- 

cept it. 

The various diflreffing circumfances that have delayed the late formi- 
dable expedition to the Welt-Indies, occafioned by a feries of adverfe 
winds, unknown during the memory.of any man now converfant in 
neutical affairs, mult force us to confine all operations, in that quarter, to 
the def-nce,of ourown iflands; and thofe troops, who, (it is devoutly to 
be hoped) ere thisshave reached the fcene of aétion, will be fufficient 
for thar putpofe. Reinforcements will be forwarded from time to time, 

“and the end for which the expedition was equipped, be ultimately, ac- 
cording to all mers wa (ener 
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Walco ea 18th rede Embarked at ; 

Southampton, on an expedition to the Conti- 
-nent, under the Command of the Earl of Mois 

_ ma ? our F Forces’ confifted of the ten loving 








of Foot, viz. the roth. 
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befides the neceffary Artillery, and part of the 
8th and 16th: Regiments of Light Dragoons ; 
the whole amounting to about 8,500 effec- 
_tive Men. 


"We failed immediately to, Spithead, our 7 


Fleet confifting of between 40 and 50 Tran- 
fports; thefe Veffels were all fitted up pur- 
pofely. for the accommodation and health of the 
Troops; upon a new plan the contrivance 
of Sir Jeremy Fitzpatrick; each Veffel.was 
provided with a ventilating Machine, which 
by means of tubes, was fo contrived, as to 
expel the foul air at the moment it admitted 
the frefh, to.every part of the Veffel. At 
Spithead, we joined our Conyoy; which 
confifted of feveral Ships of the Line, Fri- 
gates; Gun-Boats and floating Batteries ; 
which laft were Old Ships of War cut down, 
and carrying 36 and. 42 pounders; which 
were at this time fuppofed to be intended 
for the reduétion of Dunkirk, which had 
already been unfuccefsfully: attacked ‘by the 
Doxz of York; and with whofe Army 
we “were. to co-operate. . We'lay at. Spit- 
head, untill Sunday, ,22d*June. On which 


ate 


day we failed, paffiing through Lord Howe’s ~ 


Fleet ; which had juft returned from his ever 


piemibrable and Cherion Vidtory of the “aft of . 


"June, 


Sid 

£37 : 
June, with fix Fieesh Line of Battle Ships 
Prizes, all of which our Fleet failed through ; % 
and as we pafled by each of the Vefféls, we 
were faluted by them fucceflively, with three 
hearty cheers; which was returned by the 
Soldiers to each, and which had a.very fine 
effet, and greatly exhilarated the pirits of 
our Troops. 


We had a very pleafent paffage to Oftend, 
where we arrived. fafe on Thurfday, 26th 
June; aud immediately began to difembark 
the Troops with all expedition, which was 
compleated without any material accident ; 
the landing of the Troops took up the whole , i 
of the day, and it was very late in the evening 
before the whole were difembarked. We took 
up our ground on the Sands to the Southward 
of the Town, and lay in the open air, having 4 
no other covering than Great Coats or Blan- 4 
kets. It may be necéflary to obferve, that 
every individual on quitting the Tranfports 
had, ferved out a Blanket, a Canteen, (or fmall 
Wooden cafk, holding about three Englifh 

pints,) fer the purpofe of carrying — Water, 
or. Spirits, on their march; and a haverfack, 
-or Linen ir flung over the thoulder, for 







Bread | or Provifions, thefe, with knapfack, 
Arms, a 4 melamine were the holst 


. 
& * ~y 
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the Travelling equipage; as there was not al- 
wed to either Officers or Privates any kind 
baggage whatfoever, except what each car- 
ried for himfelf. Some’ of our Young Offi- 
‘fers and Recruits, thought it extremely hard 
to\be obliged to Sleep in the open air, and 
-without tents ; efpecially being fo near alarge 
‘Town; though in a very fhort ‘time they 
could all Sleep as well upon the Ground, as 
upon the’ beft Bed, vefpecially with the affift- 
ance . of a little Brandy, or Geneva, which at 
this place’ was to be purchafed at the rate of 
7 pence per Quart, for the'very beft Spirits, 
In this fituation we lay, daily expeCting a vi- 
ft from the French;’*until Saturday, 28th 
“June. On which day, we croffed in Boats to 


Bo “the North Side the Harbour, and lay on our 


~ Arms that night on a plain covered with Ju- 
niper Bufhes. In Garrifon at Oftend, were 
Thtee Britifh Regiments of Foot, the 8th 
33rd and 44th, the former confifting of about 
700 Men, the two latter, 1000 Men each; 
under the Command of Col Vyfe, 


* Sunday, 2gth Jone, We moved an sais 
before Day-break with the greateft filence, 
taking the Road towards Bruges, of which 
place we were informed, the French, had ta- 
Mp erietey as day, proved xd 
aay : * ae ot; : 
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hot, infomuch that the Men (unaceuftomed 
to marching fo heavily lgaden,) could with 
difficulty be kept up, as from the weight of 
their Arms, and Sixty rounds of Amunition, 
together with their knapfacks, which they had 
brought tolerably well Ifaden from England, 
they found it very difficult to get forward; 
they however foon found means to rid, them- 
felves of part of their burthen, by throwing 
away great part of the contents of their knap- 
facks; and near Bruges, the Road was ab- 
folutely ftrewed with Shirts, Shoes, Stock- 
ings, &c. &c. which would no doubt, prove 
a valuable prize to the Neighbouring Inha- 


bitants. . te 


It afforded great entertainment to the Are 7 
my, to fee with what furprize the Country 
People furveyed our Highlanders (the 42d 
Regiment,) on account of their Klis, or fhort 
Petticoats, and they could: hardly be perfuaded 
but that they were Women; efpecially as they 
only of all our Army, wore bonnets full of 
Feathers ; the Inhabitants abfolutely gave them 
_ the name of the Englith Frows, (Women,) 

wich name they = ever after. 

A. i 
-noen we etitered: the City of Bruges, 
ie famous Canal which communi- 
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#. cates with Oftend, with Drums beating, Co- 


ee 


tours flying, a la Militaire; and were receiv- 
ed by'the Inhabitants, with the greateft ap- 


“parent joy; the Bells for which Bruges is 
‘famed, were ringing moft melodioufly to wel- 


come our arrival ; and (being Sunday,) every 
individual was dreffed out to the utmoft ad- 
vantage ; the Ladies efpecially, who crouded 
the Windows applauding and fhaking their 
handkerchiefs ; “the Priefts,’ and Frfars too, 
pronounced their Benedicites with. great ear- 
neftnefs as the Troops pafled them. At eve- 
ry door wasa Female with a bottle and glafs, 
who feemed happy when a'Soldier would ftop 
to drink with her, at the fame time endeavour- 
ing by every means in her power, to convince 
him that he was welcome to it. The Army 
did not make any halt in the City, but march- 
ed through to a Plain near the Village of 
Odelem, about 5 Miles beyond Bruges, on 
the high road to Ghent, taking up the fame 
Ground which had been occupied the pre- 
ceding day, by a detachment of the French 
Army, which had left “it only this morning, 
after having levied a very heavy Fraternal. 
fine upon the Inhabitants of Bruges, which 


they moved off with, upon hearing of the 
approach of our Army. On this Plain, which 
bi was forrounded by: Woods, after haying - Ter 


frethed 


Wat 
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frefhed with Bread and Meat, which was 
brought in their haverfacks from the Tran- 
fports; our Men lay down wrapped up in 
their Blankets, very much fatigued with this 
firft days March, owing to the extreme heat 
of the weather. The diftance from Oftend, 
was about eighteen Englith Miles. 


Monday, 30th June. This morning at one 
o’Clock, our Camp was alarmed by a fudden 
difcharge of Mufquetry, at a little diftance 
from the Left, the Men were on their Feet, 
and formed in an inftant, and as alert and rea- 
dy for Aétion, as though they had been repof- 
ing on the beft of Beds. The alarm was uni- 
verfal ; all the out-pofts prepared for an im- 
mediate attack, and the Horfe patroles gallop- 
ing up and down the Line challenged by the 
numerous Sentries at every Poft formed a 
fcene altogether new and alarming to the 
greater part of the Army. As I have made 
ufe of the term challenged, it may not be 
improper here to mention the manner of 
challenging a patroiec inthe Night. The Sen- 
try when he hears, or fees any Perfon, or 
Perfons: coming toward him, cries out, or 
challenges’ by the Words. “ Who comes 
there!” He is anfwered immediately. ‘ Pa- 
trole.”” Phe Sentry replies.  “ Advance Pa- 
a >. trole 
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trole and give the Counter-fign.” And charg-: 
ing his Bayonet, the other comes up. to the 
point of it, and in a low voice, repeats the 
Word which is the Counter-fign of the day, 
upon which the Sentry permits him to pafs. 
The Counter-fign is changed every day, or 
oftener, as_circumftances may require ; ,and 
as the fafety of the Army depends upon it, 
it is communicated with the utmoft fecrecy 
and precaution. ‘The alarm was kept up for 
a confiderable time before the real occafion 
of it was difcovered, when at length it prov- 
ed to be from an advanced Piquet of one of 
the new raifed Regiments,» which of. courfe 
could not be fo well difciplined as the Old 
Corps; and fome of their Sentries, owing 
to the extreme darknefs, miftaking a party of 
their'own for the Enemy, Fired upon them, 
and wounded feveral before the miftake was 
~ difeovered. As foon as our Commander had 
fully informed himfelf of the circumftance, he. 
rode down the Line, and defired the Mento be- 
take’ themfelves to reft again, as it was only a 
falfe alarm ; he however could not-help being 
fed at the readinefs which was fhewn by 
very one, and their great fpirit on this oc- 
cafion. At 11 0’Clock this morning, we mov- 
ed off the Ground, taking the road towards 
Ghent, and foon after we had begun our 
- march, ». 65. 
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march, a) Perfon was brought in who was 
fufpected to belomg to the French Army ; from 
him we Igarnt that they were at no very,great 


diftance from us, we therefore fully expeéts 


ed to come to aétion in the courfe of the 
day, in which we were difappointed, and 
which was imputed to a fcheme of our Com- 
mander, who had. induftrioufly caufed a re- 
port to be circulated in the Country, that 
our Army was Thirty Thoufand ftrong; and 
gave the neceflary orders for Forfage, Bread, 
. &c. for an Army of that number : this fcheme 
for fome time had the intended effeét, and 
caufed our march to be unmolefted.~ The 
firft part of this day’s march we were favour- 
ed with fine* weather, and we marched 
through feveral confiderable Villages; near 
one of which, we were joined by a Regiment 
of Hanoverian Cavalry ; from them we learnt 
that the Auftrians under Clairfait, and 
Hanoverjans under Walmoden, were within 
two miles of Ghent, and we were if poflible, 
to form a jun@ion with them this night, as 
the French Army in that Neighbourhood was 
well known to exceed ours, by more than 
treble the number. The neceflity of jo 

the A trians, and Hanoverians _ this a 
being fo ve seven <3 and the diftance by 


_ the cireuitous courfe we were obliged to take 
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“Ypeing fo very great, our Commander halted 


fais on the road toward evening; and 
procured Bread, Cheefe, and Beer, 


eats the Neighbouring Villages ; he very ge- 


neroufly ordered every Man, an excellent al- 
lowance of the aforefaid articles, and for the 
greater eafe of the Troops; he at the fame 
time procured Waggons from the. Country- 
People, to carry all the knapfacks, and thofe 
Men who might be fo fatigued as to be una- 
ble to procekd on the march, as well as the 
Womenand Boys. This proved of very great 
convenience to all, the more efpecially as juft 
at the clofe of day there came on the moft 
tremendous ftorm of Thunder, Lightning, and 
Rain, that the oldeft Man there remembered ; 
the darknefs was truly aftonifhing, and ren- 
dered more fo in appearance by the very hea- 
vy flafhes of Lightning, which at intervals 
hone terribl upon the polifhed Arms of the 
Soldiers. ur Commander, fearful of the 
‘Bayonets attraCting the Lightning, gave orders 
for-them to be. unfixed, and the Men to march 


4] 


with their Arms fecured; which is carrying . 


them under the arm, with the muzzle point- 


_ ing to the, ground, and thereby protecting 
‘from the wet, both priming and charge. In 


this very dreadful weather, ‘and ‘drenched 


condition, we continued our march-the whole . 


er aie “night, 


ae 
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night, but frequently obliged to halt by the 
{topping of the Cannon, which the Horfes 
were unable'to drag along, by reafon of the. 
heavy roads in fome places, and in others, by 
the great fwells of Water on the Road, oc- 
cafioned by the heavy rain, the Lightning 
too, flafhing in the eyes of the Horfes, occa- 
fioned them to rear and become ungoverna- 
ble: thefe circumftancgs caufed our March Y 
to be extremely flow and difagreable. Tt ‘© 
may be neceffary to obferve, that to every 
Regiment of Foot, ate attached two light 
Brafs Six-pounders, to each of which belon 
twelve Artillery-Men, and three Horfes wit 
their drivers; befides an Ammunition Wag. 
gon and Tumbril, to each Regiment, which 
were very heavily laden; the Horfes were 
brought over from England, and were of the 
noft fpirited kind, and in the higheft keep, 
_ otherwife they would not ‘have been able to » — 
“have gone through the hardfhips and fatigues _™ 
which they continually underwent. There i 
happened in this night’s March, a circumftance 
which had nearly proved of very ferious con-. 
fequence’ to our Army. The Brigade under 
the Command of Lord Cathcart, confifting i.e 
the rgth | and 4th Regiments, trufting to 
a guidé wh ‘was an Inhabitant of the Gaon 4 
: oe re teen Sp aicitroe ap a | 
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ed ; ‘ i " 
/ fign, is not certainly known,) towards the 


my’s Camp; and owing to the extreme 
nefs of the night, they wey wete proceed- 
g dire@tly into their Lines, when one of their 
Sentries challenged, but by the great prefence 
of Mind of Lord C. and the calmnefs with 
‘which he conduéted himfelf, the Brigade was 
fortunately faved from being cut to pieces ; 


which would inevitabl4 have been their fate, 


had not the error been fortunately difcovered 
in time, and the Brigade thus refcued by their 
Noble and Gallant Commander. By this ac- 
cident, that Brigade could not join the Army 
until late the next morning, 

‘Tt was not until one o’Clock in the morn- 
ing of JFuefday rft July, that our Army came 
upon the Ground intended; and in as wet 
and weary a condition as ever Men were, af- 
ter’ am inceffant march of at leaft thirty En- 
glith Miles, great part of which was perform- 
ed in a continued heavy rain, and through 
heavy fandy roads, equally diftrefling to» Hor- 
fes and Men: aiid it was-not without the 
greateft exertions of the Artillery-Men, and 


drivers, that the Horfes were enabled to bring’ 
“up the Cannon, and Ammunition Waggons. 
) ‘This Ground was fituated i in the Corn-Fields 
“near the Village of Oftiker, and near the ce- 
‘ebrated City of Ghent; which place being 
ss _ being © 
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fituated on the jundion of the Rivers 
Scheldt, and Lys, and alfo having a com- 
munication with Bruges, and Oftend, by means 
of a Faucous Canal, has more the appearance 
of a*Sea-Port, than a place fo far inland. Here 
we joined General Clairfait’s Army, and the 
Hanoverian, and Heflian Troops, under the 
Command of the Hanoverian General, Count 
Walmoden. Ve 


As foon as the Lines was formed, and the 


“Arms piled; our Men attempted to light 


fires, but for a long time this was found im- 
practicable, owing to the water upon the 
ground, and the wet wood which was pro- 
cured ; it was near day-light in the morning, 
before the wood could be brought to burn: 
fome of the Officers and Men, were fo exhauft- 
ed by fatigue, that they could not refift the 
inclination. of lying down to reft, notwith- 
ftanding the exceeding wetnefs of the ground, 
by which they were in danger of taking bad 


_colds. 


: Thofe Men who were able, and moft of the 
Officers ; were employed in the painful oceu- 


: pation ‘6f colleCing fijre-wood, and endeavour- 
i ing? to light fires ; but by far the greater part 
were fo as by. Aaeigue, that they flept 


foundly 


7 
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‘oundly, though completely drénched through 
with the rain, At day-break it ceafed raining, 
and the Weather proved very fine; and our 
Commander this day, in confequence of the 
great fatigue the Troops had undergone ¥’ ve- 
ry generoufly ordered each Mana pint of 
Spirits, and a double allowance of Beef, with 
which being well refrefhed ¥ the remainder 
of the day was devoted to the building of 
Huts, or Wigwams, made of the boughs of 
‘Trees, after the Indian manner ; which proy-, 
ed of great fervice in keeping off the feorch- 
ing heat of the Sun by day, and the heavy 
dews' which fell by night; and in the build- 
ing of which, our Men got to be very ex- 
pert: this employment together with foraging 
for vegetables, cooking victuals, &c. took up 
the whole of the day, in the courfe of which 
the’ Waggons, with the knapfacks, Women, 
&e. arrived fafe, and the fatigues of the pre- 
ceding night were foon forgottin 


Wednefday, 2d July. This morning “our 
Army was formed, in order to be reviewed by 
the Auftrian General Clairfait. He arrived at 

11 0’clock accompanied by his Royal High- ° 
nefs, Prince Adolphus of England, General _ 
Walmoden, and feveral other Officers of rank, 
who with their numerous train of attendants, 3 
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making a remarkablg fine Military appear- 
ance, rode down the Line ; and were pleafed 
to exprefs a very great degree of pleafure, and 
fatisfaction, at the appearance of our Troops ; 
efpecially after their fevere march, the effe&s 
of which by this time were totally removed. ° 


After the review, the remainder of this day 
was devoted to eafe and repofe; and the fol- 
lowing day Thurfday, 3rd July, was {pent 
nearly in the fame maner, and colleéting 
vegetables, and provifions, for which the Wea- 
ther. proved very favourable; but this eafe, 
and indolence was not to be of Jong duration, 
for as the Troops were. indulging themfelves 
with the idea of another comfortable. night’s 
lodging in their Wigwams, fudden orders 
were received to decamp, and the march was 
accordingly began about 7 o’clock this moru- 
ing; the weather was very fine, and-as we 
concluded we had only a few ‘miles. to. 
march; nothing was thought of but only a 
pleafant walk till bed“ time, as great part of 
the Army, were yet too inexperienced Sol- 
diers, to know that it is as cuftomary to 
march in the night, as in the day, ina Coun- 
try which is the fcene of ation; efpecially 
when the weather is hot, Minas was ie cate 
at pele 


% 


we 
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We continued our march the whole of this \ a 
night, pafling through feveral confiderable \ 
Villages without a halt of any length of time 5 
as when through any accident there was a halt 
of a few minutes, the Men would immediate- 
ly lie down in the road, and fall afleep in an 
inftant ; and it was not without fome difficul- 
Wy that they could be roufed to purfue their 
‘march. 


- At day-break in the morning of Friday, 4th 

July, we were. in fight .of the Town of Den- 

dermonde, fituated upon the River Scheldt, 

and Dender; the former of which we march- 

ed: over into the Town, by a fine ftone bridge ; 

we made no halt in the Town, but went.on 
and were met by a detachment of Caval- 
ry, ftom his Royal Highnefs the Duke of | 
York; who informed us that ‘we might very 

foon Sue an engagement; and which, our 

Men full of Spirits very eagerly withed. 


We took up our ground this morning about 
three miles from Dendermonde.in the Corn- 

’ Fields; clearing away the Fences and ftand- 
ing Corn (which was now ready for the fickle) 
where ever they appeared to be inthe way. The 
Neighbouring Orchards, and Gardens, which 
were at this time abounding with all kinds of 
ce ow fine” 


1 
ib 


as A 
‘ha rai, were, in avery fort. time _de- 
fpoiled of their produce. The* ‘moft. " Deautiful, 
and elegant _ Gardens, and Plantations, in 
which the Inhabitants take great delight, | and 
bring to very great perfection € are in a few. 
hours, converted into a fcene of ruin, and de- 
vaftation ; and it generally happens, that there 
is as much. produce trod,under foot, and watt-. ae 
ed, as is ufed by the Soldiers. The finglis 
Fruit Trees are frequently cut down, to come . 
more eafily at the Fruit ; notwithftanding the. 
prayers, and intreaties of the wretched Inha-. P 
bitants, and the Officers exert themfelves in’ 
vain to prevent the plunder of the houfes. 
Such and infinitely worfeds the fate of thofe. , 
Countries, which are unhappily deftined to be, ‘% 
the feat of war. How thankful fhould they, 
Britifh Subjects be, that they are fully proteét.- 
ed by a graciots King,’ and’’an admitable 
Government from every depredation ; © “that, 
every man’s‘ houfe is his caftle; fortified by 
the laws of his country. Then in what abhor- 
rence ‘fhould thefe, wretches be held who, ‘by 
falfe and delufive principles, endeavour to fitb-_ ; 
_. vert the happy conftifution of their country ; 
~fubje@ it to the invafion of an unprineipled 
Enemy, and caufe it to be the feene of : a ‘civil ¢ a 
and Aeftnudtive v war! ab Ty all fuch may ‘meet * 
se: cs tg . hae “with” 
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with their defert; is the prayer * i boa 


and true hearted B Briton. — 


Bs 


In our march checii this part \ the’ coun- 


"try, we obferved a great number of Crucifixes 


wa, 


and images of Saints, which are placed by the 
road fide; and fome of them having neat little 
houfes built for them ;. sthefe afforded an infinite 
fund of entertainment to the Soldiers, who- 
gave them many curious appellations :, the in- 
habitants in pafling them, would crofs them- 
félves and fay a kind of fhort prayer, but-our 
dics were not quite fo religious. 


I mutt not f t to. mention the exhilara- 
tihg effect of tial mutic upon the Soldiers, 
after long and tedious march ; which was. ful- 
ly evinced nogenly on marching through ‘Den- 
dermendes fter a fatiguing night’s march, 


_ but’alfo on every fimilar occafion. It is cufto- 


mary for an army to halt a little before they 
enter any Town, until the ftragglers are come 
up ;, and to form, and march through with as 
much regularity as poffible ; on which occafion 
the colours of the different regiments are 
expanded, and their. bands . of mufic, or 
drums and fifes play up. fome enlivening 
march through the Town; at the found of 
which, thofe men who an inftant before were _ 

apparently 


Be ake | 
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adel y eghantted by fatigue, at once re ie 
cover their fpirits, and march séith "as much 
lightnefs and regularity, as if they were going 
to a review; and there even appears a fort of 
emulation who fhall appear the Jeaft fatigued. 


Saturday, 5th July.. This morning. we 
moved off our ground at 10 o’¢lock, taking the 
route of Aloft, but made.no great progrefs 
in our march this day; our Commander having 
received intelligence that the enemy were ad- 

ing. Aowards that place, the Army was 
halted i in n the road until their fituation might be 
reconnoitred. We remained in the road all day, 
and at night lay on our “Arms in the corn fields 
adjoining, and early in the morning of Sun. 
day, 6th July;—we again moved on towards 
‘Aloft, which we paffed, andtook up our 
ground to the left of the Town, upon an open — 
marfhy ground having the river Dender in 
front. This ground the Hanoverians had juft 
quitted, as their wigwams were {till remaining, 
and which faved our people the trouble of 
building new .ones. On this ground it was 
generally fuppofed that we fhould be attack- 
ed; and ftri@ orders were iffued that no "per: 
fon whatever, fhould quit the encampment on 
any account; but be réady to turn out at a 
eae waning At one-time; certain’ in- 


‘telligence a ‘ 


[ 20 J 

telligence arrived» that the enemy were ad- 
vancing in great force to attack us; and the 
army was accordingly drawn up in order of 
battle. Our Gommander then rode down the 
line, addreffing each regiment as he pafled 
in a very animated ftyle, and informed them, 
that they muft expe to face their Enemy in a 
~ very few minutes, and that he had not the fmall- 
eft doubt, but they would diftinguifh them- 
felves as true Britifh Soldiers; that the Ene- 
my, were a fet of unprincipled villains, who 
had murdered their King, and’ withed to’ “éor- 
rupt by every mean artifice the honor of the 
Britifh Soldiers. He trufted © that» his little 
army which had already convinced him that 
they were fuperior to every fatigue, would al- 
fo convince him, that they were fuperior to 
every artifice which a treacherous and perfi- 
dious enemy could put in practice to miflead 
- them. Thefe expreflions were received with 
the. moft heartfelt fatisfaétion; and there ex- 
ifted not a fingle Man in the whole Army, 
who would not have thought it the higheft 
honour, to. have facrificed his, life, in defence 
of his King and Country. Indeed at all times, 
-and in the ‘greateft diftrefs or fatigue, our | 
troops were even loyal to a degree of en- 
thufiafm ; and the favourite and popular good 

ald fong of + God Save ie George opr 
. King,” 


Lat J 


King,” was frequently fung by whole. compas 
nies of foldiers in chorus; and as our ‘com. 
panies at this time confifted of from feventy 
to one hundred; the effect was be 
efpecially in a fill evening. 


Soon after our Commander had addreffed 
the army, as before mentioned, a large de- 
tachmant of French Huflars, attacked one of 
our advanced pofts on the left of the encamp- ° 
ment, and after fome fkirmifhing they were 
driven back with fome lofs; we had two or 
three Men. of the wounded.» The Army ‘re- 
mained under Arms, great part of the day; 
during which time our commander and his 
fuit, went to the town of Aloft, to procure 
fome refrefhment ; when as they entered the 
Town, a detachment of French Huflars: were 
entering at the oppofite ftreet; “and the two 
parties met in the centre of the town. The . 
Officer who commanded the French ‘detach- 
ment, very politely faluted our party as he 
tode up. to them, taking off -his helmet with 
his left hand, and at the fame time having his 
fabre drawn ‘in his: right. Our Commander 
was’ returning his falute, (miftaking him, and 
his .detacment, for Heflians,) when: the trea- 
cherous Carmagnol, made a fadden cut at him, 
_ which was dextrouily avoided by a quick turn 
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of the Horfe. ‘This was ‘to iodnet obferved by 
‘the Commander’s ‘Orderly, (a youth about 18 


Years of Age, belonging to the 8th Light 
Dragoons, ) than he rode at the French Officer, 
and immediately | cut him down. The tkirmith 
then became general in the very heart of the 
Town ‘of Aloft, to the no fmall confternation 
of the Inhabitants. Our party  confifted only 
of a few Officers. with their attendants, and 
the, were completely {urrounded by the French, 
they however cut their way through, though 





not without fome lofs, as our party had in the 


whole affair twelve killed and wounded; of 
the latter defcription] were two “Officers,” Col. 
Vandeleur, of the 8th Light Dragoons; and 
Col. Doyle, of the 87th Foot, this laft Gentle- 
man was dangeroufly wounded by a fabre’in 


4m two places. A detachment of Light» Dra- 


goons coming up, foon put an end to the con- 


-teft, inv which the French fuffered confidera- 
_ bly, leaving behind them: in the Town, a num- 


: Country-Mien. © 


ber of Men-and Horfes; ‘killed and wounded, 

A picquet of the 87th Regiment. was in the 
place during the fkirmifh, but they could: not 
be of any fervice, as the parties were fo’ 
intermixed that it was not’ 'poflible to ‘fire, 
without the’ beeps, i onkiiiey fome of pia ee 
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“On examination of the dreffes of thofe 
French -who were killed, there were found in 
the fleeves of their jackets, {mall Tron chains 
which were intended to prevent the cutofa ~ 
fabre upon the arm; they alfo, wore a kind of ~ 
armour or large breait-plate, piel proof, | 


The {pirited and gallant behaviour of we 4 
young Man of the 8th Light Dragoons, be- a 
fore mentioned ought not to be forgot; who 
had never before been in an attion. As foon 
as he had cut down the French Officer, he 
was in his turn attacked by one of the Huffars, ~ 
whom he inftantly ferved the fame as he had" 


done his Officer, and completed the bufinely ~~ 


fo effectually, that he a€tually difabled not lefs 
than feven of the French, including. the, Offi- 
cer; when unfortunately an eighth coming. be: 
hind him, gave him a dangerous cut in the 
{word arm upon the elbow, which completely 
difabled him; he however rode off and ef- 
caped without any further injury. It is much : 
to be regretted, that the name of this gallant 
Hibernian youth fhould not be handed down 
to pofterity ; as an action like this in which he 
{o .confpicuoufly diftinguifhed himfelf, (al- 
though the firft he was ever engagedin,) would 
have done honour to the veteran hero, and de- 
ery fame honourable record. It mut 
here 


. . 


rae it | 


here be obferved that the paitifh Light Caval-». 


ry, are reckoned much, “fuperior to any other, 
whether Auftrian, Dutch, or French; the 
French Huffars in particular, “who ate mount- 
ed upon (what 4inEngland would be called): 
ponies 5, ‘the general fize of them, not being 
a yan twelve hands high ; ; which gives 
‘Tight Horfe-Men that advantag ge over them, 
which was fully evinced in every engagement, 
mifh, which happened on the continent ; 
y invariably terminated in favour of the 
Britith, and procured them the name in. the 
French Army. of the Englif Butchers, which 
. name, they might juftly be faid to deferve; not 
in the cutting up, but cutting down the Enemy 
' fo repeatedly, though frequently three or four 
to one, againft them. The Men having thus 
conceived that idea, of their fuperiority over — 
the French, they did not confider it as an 
equal match, except they were in the propor- 
tion of two to one againft the Britifh. This 
fhould not however by any means, be conftru-. 
ed into a depreciation _ of , natural: courage of 
the French. regular . troops,. who in general: 
were Men of very great, bravery. The fame 
cannot - -be faid of their National volunteers, or. 
Sans, culottes, who. were the. dirtieft, undifcipli-, 
ned fet of wretches, that ever difgraced . the . 
» Rame, of a ifgidier. The, principle of equality — 
eur prevailed. 
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prin fo much among them, that, had i it 


not been for their regular troops “of the Line, 
who in fome meafure kept them in awe, there 
would not have been the leaft degree of fubor- 
dination amongft them, which is fo effentially 
neceflary in'the military charagter $ even their 


commander in chief they addreffed by. Oy 7 3 


ternal appellation of Citoyen, sie 
I fhall here alfo, fpeak of the Britith le, 
whofe natural fagacity, fpirit and courage, are 
not equalled by thofe of any other nation, par- 
ticularly thofe trained for war. Ifa Dragoon 
is killed, or difmounted, his Horfe will im- 
mediately make the beft of his way to*the 
place where he was laft fed with the Horfes 
of his own troop, however great ‘the diftance 
may be; and if there are twenty regiments 
of cavalry on the ground, he will not only fin- 
gle out his own regiment, but the troop he 
belongs to ; and will fall in whether in front 
or rear, with gs much facility as if his nde 
was on his back. ¥ 


7 


In an engagement, the horfes thew as great 
courage as it is poflible for man to thew; and 


when reftrained from partaking of the ‘bile: 
and honours of the combat, they thew the/ut- 





Hence and ardour, on hearing the — 


jee igs ae Dims found 
\ ; 
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_ found of cannon, drums, and trumpets, in a 
manner. truly expreflive ; by pawing the ground, 
erecting their ears, fnorting and foaming, in 
a manner ‘which proves them to be pofleft of 
the higheft courage, When the trumpet founds 
the charge, it would be impoflible for the moft 
experienced rider to. hold them in; but they 
‘ruth inftinGtively into the thickeft of the ene- 
my, preferving at the fame time the moft re- 
gular order ; and each animal feems to vie 
with the other in procuting for his rider ho- 
nour and fame by every means in his power, 
of which this noble beaft feems to partake in 
an equal degree with his mafter; and though 
apparently impelled by a fiercenefs ungoverna- 
ble, yet in the hands of a fkilful equeftrian, 
he is gentleras a lamb, and obeys every touch 
of the reins or found of ‘his mafter’s voice, 
with. the’ moft cheerful alacrity, and there 
certainly is a kind of mutual friendfhip fubfitt- 
ing between man and horfe. A foldier would 
as foon fee his comrade killed as_ his horfe ; 
“and that the horfe has an equal regard for, 
and knowledge of his mafter, will befeen in the 
following fact, which though in fome meafure 
a contradiGtion of what has before been obferv- 
ed of a horfe returning to his troop, when his 
rider is difmounted, yet it neverthelefs thews 
on ee in Ee me A a 
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being fot in a fkirmifh on the borders ofa) 


wood, was left behind by his own party; they 
not. having it in their power to carry him off, 


on account of the numbers of the enemy who 


were coming up, and as he fell from his horfe 
when he received the ball, his comrades con- 
cluded he was dead, which was attually the 
cafe. A patrole coming by the place about 
two days afterwards, difcovered the body, with 
the horfe feeding by»it, and which the poor 
creature had never quitted, as was plainly feen 
* by the. grafs being eaten clofe within a few 
yards round the body. When they had buri- 
ed the corpfe on the fpot, the faithful animal 
feemed to fhew great reluctance to come away 
without his mafter; frequently turning his 


head and neighing, as if wifhing his dead maf- - 


ter.to come and mount him: this was.an old 


horfe that had lived with one rider many years. 


The dragoons frequently fay that they would 
fooner lofe their wife than their horfe, efpe- 
cially in an enemy’s country ; becaufe it is an 


eafy matter to get a new wife,*but an impofli- - 
bility to get a well trained horfe to their lik- 


ing, though they fometimes are accomodated 
with both on the death of a comrade. 
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r : ‘eich of priGiniers: and fome. 
deferters which, came in this day, there was 
ery 


Ppa) 
every al to believe that the enemy meant 
re © to make a grand attack upon us in the mofn- 
be ing early. This evening all the pioncers of 
* the army were at-work cutting down the fen- 
ces. and levelling the ditches, inorder to cut 
~ fome miles of the ufual road towards Me- 
‘4 chiin, | or Malines, where we ¢xpected to join 
-, the army under the command of His Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of York. The pioneers 
continued at. work all night, and had nearly 
compleated at day break on Monday, 7th Ju- 
_ vly,—when we expected, the attack of the + 
French, which however did not take. place. 
- At dufk in the evening we moved off our 
~ ground with the utmoft filence, quitting Flan- 
ders, and entering the province of Brabant: 
_. we. continued our march the whole ‘of this 
| \ »night, and at day break on Tuefday, 8th July, 
‘we halted and lay on our arms in the road for 
» afew’ hours reft ; having done that, we con- 
tinued our march for. feveral miles, when we 
_ feached the Bruffells canal, by the “fide. of 
which we marched about four niles "all we 
“came to the Village.of Maillos, where we crof- 
ed the canal ‘by a wooden bridge.’ Here we 
again lay on our arms in the road, and ij in the 
: “evening our Commander went to the head 
quarters of his Royal Hig n efs the Duke) of 
- _ York, who was moving with his. Poy ‘from 
gr sae ~ Renaix 
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Rendix towards Malines, and where we wete 
“to join him; the main, body of the French 
army, was alfo at this time in motion from. the 
neighbourhood of Soignies, where. their head 
quarters. had been for fome days paft ; it ‘was at 
this time computed that their army extending 


from Soignies, to Oftend, a. diftance of 60 © 


miles, amounted to about three hundred 
thoufand men. es 


Wednefday gth July. This morning at 
day break, our army purfued their route to Ma- — 


lines, which city we reached about 8 o’clock, 
where we halted, and here had the pleafing 


fatisfaction of finding a detachment of light 


dragoons belonging to the army of his Royal 


Highnefs the duke of York. In the afternoon 


the body of the army came up; both armies 
were very much rejoiced at the meeting, and 
proceeding through Malines, took up. our 
ground near the village of Contich, about half 
way between Malines and Antwerp; the 


Duke’s army being encamped about two miles _ 
nearer Antwerp, than that under Lord Moi- — 
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‘they appeared after the march, and expreff- 
ed very great fatisfaGtion, and paid Lord Moi- 
ra many compliments on the appearance of 
his men, after the repeated heavy marches they 
had undergone: the army was equally rejoic- 
_ ed at the prefence of their Royal commander 
in Chief, who. was univerfally beloved and ef- 
teemed by them. 


‘On, forming the line, {tri orders were iffu- 
‘ed that no perfon whatever thould quit the 
encampment ;, as it was expe@ted the enemy 
would make fome ferious attacks upon us. On 
Saturday 12th July, they made a general at- 
tack upon all our out-pofts, occupied by our 
advanced corps, in front of the canal leading 
from Bruffells to Antwerp, and being greatly 
fuperior i in numbers, our out-pofts were driven | 
into ‘the town of Malines; on this occafion 
the army under the command of Lord Moira, 
was ordered immediately to advance to Ma-~ 
lines, to ftop the farther progrefs of the ene- 
- my; the light dragoons of the whole army 
were ordered in front. Here I ought not to 
omit mentioning the courageous and intrepid — 
‘conduét of a female, who was: wife to one of — 
oons; fhe fingly mounted, and on 
ing to meet the enemy, rode along fide of 
aap bulband with her drawn hi and with — 

5 is om the’ 
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the greatelt glee ©. “* Al non, NON, NOM, ; 
pauvre Madelon, will never quit her rover.’ 


This intrepid girl was yery handfome, and 

was in feveral engagements with her hufband __ 
during the courfe of the campaign; in all of 
which fhe acquitted herfelf with great gallan- 
try; fhe was drefled in a kind of blue uni- 
form habit, nearly refembling the drefs of the 
light dragoons, and wore alfo a black beaver 
hat full of feathers, which at a diftance had 
the appearance of a helmet. 


Our army had nearly reached Malines, when . 
the dragoons returned, after having driven 
the enemy back with fome lofs; we then re- 
- turned to our ground, and to our dinners, the 
greateft part of which happened to’ be eook- 
ing at the. time we were ordered | out, 
and which were obliged to be left in that fi- 
tuation to the great mortification of the troops, 
"but for which they made ample amends on their 
return. 


Sunday, 13th July. This evening g the French 4 
“attempted to pafs the river Nethe (a fall ga 
river which runs into the Scheldt,) by abridge 
which was defended by a part of the Hanove- “ 
rians, nade wa sopehand of general Mas a 
en, 
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eT he number, which = npted- to pals 
deetnidie were about 5000 ; 3 and were a 
part, of their army . which had taken pofleffion 
of Ghents. This attempt brought on a very 
heavy. cannonade between the enemy and the 
Hanoverians, when Lord Moira was detached 
with two brigades, to the fupport of the Ha- 
: overians ; ; but before his Lordfhip could come 

up,wthe French had retired with confiderable 
Me the Hanoverians had two officers and 
re _ privates killed and wounded, in this 

. efs. .Lord Moira left one regiment with 
* two. field pieces to defend the paflage of the 


bridge. : 


Phetday, 15th July. This day the enemy were 
_more fortunate i in their attacks ;_ they advanc- 


: only sites Heflians in the town, 
evening they retreated to hae 2 
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| Wednefday, 16th July. This day. the French » 
again made an attempt to pafs the river Nethe, » 
at the, bridge . of Walheim ; but a britifh bri- 
gade. ftationed there, (the rath 38th and — 
4ath regiments,) with fix field pieces and fome 
howitzers, very bravely and. fuccefsfully op? 
pofed their paflage. A very heavy cannonade, - 
took place acrofs the river, by which we lof 
fome artillery-men, and made great havoc 
amongit the French, by the well direéted fire 
that was kept on them from our field-pieces. Hes ‘ 

This evening the greateft part of the army "i 
under the command of Lord Moira, were Ge é 
tached to take pofféffion of the village of Duf  ” 
fell; General Dalwig with a body of Hano-~ 
verians, was at Walheim on his right, and 
General Walmoden, with the remainder: os 
Hanoverians was at Lierre. At this athe - >" 
combined arm - Britifh, pee ae 
Dutch, formed a 1 complete chain from Namur r: 
to Antwerp 5 ; which in cafe of being attempt 
ed to be broken in any one point, might | gic * 
been fupported by the others. General Clair bo 
hed Namur, the Prince of Orange at bse 
















“Walmoden at ‘Lierre, and * ‘the “Duke < 
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from Ghent, fince the wreath took ‘ltalion 
of that place, that every thing had been put 
into a ftate of requifition; as plate both pub- 
lic, belonging to the Churches, and private 
property, as well as brafs, iron, and all forts of 
wearing apparel. In fhort every article was 
put into a ftate of requifition under pain of the 
Guillotine, (that levelling inftrument of 
French fraternity,) all the fpecie, and plate 
d already feized, had been fent off for 
a and for which they gave aflignats : 
they were however not content with putting 
the property of the inhabitants into a ftate of 
tequifition, but they had demanded to beyraif- 
éd in Flanders alone, one hundred thoufand 
men for the fervice of the French republic ; 
fo th at the inhabitants of Flanders, were al- 





“Lawful Sovereign the Emperor, and in a fhort 


_time be like their new pitino réal Sans 
-Ciloties. _ 


4 


me Eyiday, hy “8th “July. This day we received. 
“inte elligence™ that the army of the convention, 
“under Pichegru, was prefling hard upon the. 

“Dutch army, and forcing’ them to fall back. 

_towards Beda; in i steecaa of which the 

Duke . 





Duke of York fet off to have an  intetview, 


of the Scheldt, of which the Rupell, is a » 
i 
of our Picquets., on the bank of the iN 


came up to one of our own fentries, wh 
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and concert. ape ee with the’ —_— of | 
Reine nia ; . ied se | 


Our, fentries and thofe of the Frehch;: con. 4 
verfed very familiarly together acrofs. the te 
ver Rupell, in the neighbourhood of Duffell ; A 
without the leaft fear of our men being fedu- | 
ced by the French fraternization. This river.  _ 
hereabouts was not more than fifty yards over, 
but very deep and rapid, as the tide flowed up” 4 
as high as the town of Lierre, which isnot 
lefs than fifty Englifh miles from the mouth, 
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A fatal. accident happened this night at 











that. the Baie were alert on their. 


ye 


mediately challenged the patel and i 
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_the corporal who was coming up to gives t | 


See 


hich he killed the corporal | on f 
Tha ate ‘the circumftance the ‘mo 
crelftig ras, the brave charaéte 
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before diftinguifhed himfelf in a very gallant 
manner, in a fkirmith with a party of “the éne- 
my’s huflars; and after having cut down fe- 
veral_of them, killing the French officer and 
grinsing in his horfe as a trophy of victory. 


Sunday, 20th July. During the time we 
Yay at Duffell, our out-pofts were daily ‘fkir- 
mifhing with thofe of the enemy; and this 
morning at day-break, there was a general at- 
‘tack upon moft of our out-pofts, which occa- 
Pioned warm work for feveral hours; (it had 
‘been ‘obferved for many Sunday’s, that the 
French had chofen this day for any general 
bufinefs,) they were however repulfed as ufu- 
al, and feveral were killed and wounded on 
both fides. Our light dragoons” were princi- 
pally engaged here, though the country was 
“in general much too woody, and the ftanding 
corn too high for them to act with advantage, 
as the enemy’s rifle men frequently popt them 
"off from the woods, ‘and corn-fields, where’ it 
was impoffible for our dragoons to come at 
them. Tn this place we firft met with a regiment 
of emigrant foot, whofe courage and attach- 
“ment to Great Britain were repeatedly prov- 


ed: ‘thefe unfortunate fellows were cloathed _ 
in the fame manner that our foot regiments Sy 


‘were, and in gencral were men who had once’ 


poffeffed 
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- potlefled confiderable “ property” in’ France, 


though now reduced to the neceflity of en- 
countering the hardfhips and fatigues: of pri- 
vate foldiers; their difpofitions were » lively, 


and volatile; endeavouring by every means in 


their power to put off the reflection re their 
misfortunes. 
- Monday, 27th July. This morning it was 
judged proper to draw off our out-pofts from 
this place, -and to proceed to Antwerp; where 
the main body of the Dukes army were alrea- 
dy moved, which was accordingly! done, and — 
and in the evening we took up our ground 
near the village of Colnhout, » having: previ- 
oufly burnt the magazines of hay and Beil 
which remained at Contich. + oheieae 
“eae a 
Tuefday, 22d July. This dayto. the great 
grief of our army, our worthy commander 
Lord Moira took his leave on his departure 
for England, in the following addrefs. 


© Particular circumnftances calling Lord Moi- 
* ra immediately to England, he is to be re- 
_ “* lieved at this poft, by Licutenant-General 


*: . 
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Lord) Moira cannot ‘furrender his ‘com- 
%¢ mand ‘without entreating the officers, non- 
*. commiffioned officers, and men of the corps 
“ which: accompanied: him from Oftend; to 
“ accept his warmeft and moft grateful thanks, 
for’ the kind and’ cheerful. acquiefcence’ he 
“has experienced from them), in ‘the fevere 
¢ sonra he was obliged to writes them.” 


pS) He Sead aie affurance, “that he is ftill to 
“ shine ‘théir fupport in the fervice to which 
they were originally deftined; and that 
“hope leffens his reluétance at ceafing for 
«the prefent, to fhare the honourable dan- 
— of fat viow: 


eh ag vt 






“be He tris they will believe, that no light 


Gonfideration «would have obliged him to, 
it thems; ashe perfuades himfelf, they — 


3 “are: fenfible 0f,_ his having endeavoured to 


“repay the generous attachment they have 


'  thewn to him, by the “— lively ag for 


TG “their welfare.” ih Agi ! & 


br Cae. : Ye catty 


. gee For 2 ae he bids’ ‘them farewell, 





ee 4 
This addrefs was received by the army, with — 
a mixture of the moft heartfelt pleafure, and 
regret ;. as his Lordthip'was almoft adored by 
his army, who placed in him the moft juftand 
unlimited confidence, and who looked up\to 4 
him/as‘the Father ‘of a family's! the reafon “Of 
his Lordfhip’s quitting his army was this ; on 
joining the Duke of York’s army, his Lord-. 
fhip found himfelf one of the youngeft Gene.  * 
rals in the line, and that. inftead of retaining 
the command of his army;. he would only be 
entitled to the command of a’ brigade. # 
furprifed him: very much, and on this ace 
itywas that he refigned his'‘command. || ° _ 


& 


Seilnebien) 23d July? This pat we se 4 
proceeded on our march’ towards Antwerp, —— 
which place’ we paffed by, clofe under thie for: 
\ tifications, and took up our ground.on an im- 
menfe plain or common, fix miles to the North- 
ward of that place, and in the evening, Antwerp 
was 8 totally evacuated by the Britifh troops” in 

ifon there, and every military ftore brought be 

‘in the courfe of the: night, cee the imme. 4 
diate, infpeGtion of . General. eh 
the lat: perfon that lef th 
French were at this ti ne Ww 
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 Thurfday, 24th July... This morning we 
again moved, towards the plains of Roofendael, 
(fituated nearly at an equal diftance between 
Bergen op-Zoom, and Breda,) where after a 
very heavy and fatiguing march we arrived 
early on. the morning of Friday, 25th July. 
We here learnt that the French army yefter- 
day entered and took poffeflion of Antwerp, 
before we had well got.off our ground. 


Thefe plains whereon we were now encamp- 
very extenfive, and afford nothing but 
ae barren fands; and what was infinite- 
ly diftrefling to the army, there was not any 
good water to be got near the camp; and 
though wells were dug immediately on our 
arrival, yet the water they produced was very 
indifferent; fo feverely was the want of this ‘ 
: ‘ neceffary article felt, that the Women and - 
' futlers actually went miles for good water: the 
foldiers were fometimes obliged to boil their 
victuals in any’ ftagnated. water they. could 
find; and the horfes were under the necefhity 

| of going a confiderable ‘diftance for this ne- 
-ceflary of lifes, which was a very great incon- 

. venience ; and bread likewife ‘was a very fcarce 
__ article in this. 8 camp, as well as moft of the ne- © 
. ceffaries of life, during the whole of the time | 
- we lay here. In this camp .we were re joined by. 


is i ' two : ; 


aoe 
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two Britifh regiments of foot from Guernfey 
and Jerfey, they came up the Scheldt to Ber- 
gen op Zoom where they landed, and. were 
proceeding on their march to Antwerp, but | 
his Royal Highnefs took care to give them ~ 
notice that he had evacuated that place; thefe 
regiments were the 3d, (or gld Yull*s,) and 63d, 4 
(Lord Balcarras’s,). the latter nearly. 1000 
men ftrong, and the quis about 700; they 
were both very fine bodies of men. Thefe regi- 
ments being juft landed were not a little fur. 
prized, to fee the curious appearance which the 
generality of the troops in camp made ; they 
not making quite fo elegant an appearance as 
the regiments juft come from good quarters; 
and they were more furprifed, when informed, 
that there had not been the accomodation 
even of a tent, for Lord Moira’s army to fleep 
under fince they landed at Oftend. He 


Wednefday, jeth July. . This morning at 
day-break, the army received orders to march . 
and. had Yell in accordingly ;. when after reo 
maining under arms for two. or three hours, : 4 
counter-orders were received, to the mortifis 4 
cation of the troops, who were heartily grote 
‘of this place, to which they hadgiven the 
name of the flarvation camp. A. detachment’ 
of the guards were ordered to advance ten or 296 
F : twelve w 
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twelve miles towards Antwerp, to reconfiitre, 


ewhich they did, as far as the village of Achter- 
“broeck ; but not having feen, and being una- 
ble to gain any intelligence of the enemy, they 


returned to camp in the evening: it was how- 
ever fuppofed we fhould march in a day or 
two towards Breda. Our fick were gone to 
Bois- ss iis . 


2 , 


= 


Sunday, 3d dean This day part of the 
army moved towards Breda, and head quar- 
ters were removed from Roofendael to the 
village of Nifpen; we learned this day that 
the enemy were in very great force, advancing 
towards Breda, and that their head quarters 
were already at Hoogftraten, which was not 
more than fourteen miles from our encamp- 


‘ment. 


+ 


Monday, 4th Auguft. This morning the 


‘whole of our army moved off towards Breda, 


and in the evening took up our ground near \ 


the village of Etten, a fmall plage lying be- 


\ tween esa and Breda. A 


Tuelday, “ tet \ This day , we again 


moved, and. pafling Breda, in the evening 


ie | took up our ground on a black heath near 
~~"the village of Ofterhout, about three miles 


y 
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to the Eaftward of Breda, crofling [the road 
from Dunge ; the right of our ¢amp lying 
towards Ofterhout, and the left towards ‘the 
village of Moelfchott. Here we had the great 
pleafure of receiving our tents and“camp 
equipage, which was brought to us by waggons 
from the Scheidt: it was certainly a very 
pleafing circumftance to us, for we had hi- 
therto, both officers and privates lay upon the 
ground, without any other covering than what 
a great coat or blanket afforded, except when 
opportunity offered to make wigwams, which 
though of great ufe in keeping off the heat of 
the Sun, were but very poor fhelter from the 
heavy rains we frequently experienced, which 
beat through them very foon, to the great 
annoyance of the troops; with whom it’ was 
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no uncommon thing to fleep with the water . 


running through their wigwams plentuoufly 
which however no ways difturbed their  fleep ; 
as aftera hard day’s march, they would fleep 
as found, though wet through and with the 


water running under them, as in a bed ; though © 


perhaps fome of the poor fellows had not dry 


linen to put on in the morning. One would 
be led to conclude from thefe and other equal- 


‘ly diftreffing circumftances, that the ’ fpirits 


‘and natural courage of the troops would | 
in sai degree depreffed; but to the honour 
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the®Britith troops, that was not the cafe} on the 
contrary, the greater the hardfhips, diftreffes, 
or difficulties appeared, fo much the more did 
the foldiers endeavour to be (and to all appear- 
ance were) happy and contented, in their fitua- 
tion; indeed it could not well be otherwife, 
from the example fet by the officers, who un- 
derwent the fame degree of fatigue and hard- 
fhip with the privates, without even an idea 
of repining; and an effectual remedy to any 
thing of the kind, was but to reflect a moment 
on our King, country, and the glorious caufe 
in whieh we were engaged; that of royalty and 
order againft republicanifm and anarehy. Our 
army at this place confifted of about 35,000 
men, of whom 18,000 were Britifh, the remain- 
dér, Hanoverians, Heflians, emigrants, &c. and 
the French army advancing upon us and whofe 
advanced pofts took up our ground at Roofen- 
dal the day after we leftit, were known to 
be upwards of 80,000 ftrong. Our prefent 
ground was a pofition of Dumouriers, when 
he was advancing to conquer Helland, and 
‘was remarkable for a great number of criminals, 
who were gibbetted in various disgufting) and 
frightful poftures, which were direétly in front 
_ ef our camp: they. were not however long fuf- 
_» fered to remain there, for the foldiers cut down 
the gibbets, which ferved them for fire wood, 
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